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Additional $26,500,000 
Allows More Manpower, 
Equipment, and Benefits 


On 6 January the President signed 
Public Law 911, thereby authorizing the 
Coast Guard to spend up to $26,500,000 
over and above its regular 1951 appro- 
priation chiefly in order to finance an in- 
itial port security program and to give 
increased benefits to dependents of en- 
listed personnel. 

This supplemental appropriation al- 
locates $18,600,000 for operating expen- 
ses, of which the port security program 
will receive $14,700,000. The remaining 
$3,900,000 of this expense is earmarked 
for an increase in the appropriation for 
allowances to dependents of enlisted per- 
sonnel (Dependents Assistance Act of 
1950, Public Law 771). A sum of $1,900,- 
000 will go for acquisition, construction 
and improvements incident to the Port 
Security program. 

In a hearing conducted by the sub- 
committee on Treasury and Post Office 
Departments Appropriations, the Com- 
mandant, Vice Admiral Merlin O’Neill, 
had testified that “since the enactment of 
the General Appropriation Act of 1951 
the Coast Guard has been assigned addi- 
tional duties under the so-called Mag- 
nuson Act which are outside the capabi- 
lities of the Coast Guard to perform 
under the funds presently available.” 

“These duties,’ the Commandant ex- 
Plained, “were imposed when the Presi- 
dent signed Executive Order No. 10173, 
thereby initiating a program designed to 
safeguard in some measure certain ports 
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ef the United States against subversive 
or clandestine attacks. In order that the 
Coast Guard could immediately initiate 
the program of port security, he ap- 
proved, as an interim measure, its financ- 
ing under authority contained in the 
Supplemental Appropriation Act of 1951 
(Public Law 843, 81st Cong.) which, for 
the purpose of carrying out the provi- 
sions of the Magnuson Act, exempts the 
Coast Guard from the antideficiency pro- 
visions of the General Appropriation 
Act.” 

The appropriation estimates submitted 
by the Coast Guard were based on a grad- 
ual build-up of personnel, a program al- 
ready inaugurated, during the current 
fiscal year to an additional 500 officers, 
70 warrant officers, and 4,202 enlisted 
men. They also provide for the acquisi- 
tion of small craft necessary for port 
security work and for 3 helicopters for 
experimental use in connection with port 
security. 

The port security program, undertaken 
on 18 October 1950, consists of 4 cate- 
gories: 

(1) A limited program to control the 
anchorage and movement of vessels 
known or suspected of being dangerous 
to United States ports, so far as prac- 
ticable with forces available. 

(2) A program to control and super- 
vise the loading of explosives and other 
dangerous cargoes, specifically directed 
at preventing sabotage and accidents. 

(3) A program to identify seamen 
for the purpose of preventing subver- 
sives from sailing on United States 
merchant vessels. It extends to all 
such vessels bound foreign, intercoastal, 
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EVE METHOD OF RESUSCITATION WITH INHALATOR SAID SAFEST 


Coast Guardsmen at Chicago demonstrate the Service-approved Eve Method of arti- 


ficial respiration. 


of abdominal organs to exercise the diaphragm, induce normal breathing. 


The patient is rocked over a fulcrum, thereby causing weight 


When 


combined with oxygen by inhalation, this method is termed the safest and probably 


most effective general-purpose procedure. 


effort and skill from the operator. 


or coastwise, all those on the Great 
Lakes bound through the locks at Sault 
Ste. Marie or through the Detroit River, 
and any other such vessels wherever 
need for this security measure is 
indicated. 

(4) A program to prevent subversive 
and other undesirable persons from 
gaining access to designated restricted 
water-front areas and vessels therein. 
It consists of identification of water- 
front workers, in addition to land and 
water patrols, and is being focused on 
areas used in support of military opera- 
tions, the Military Defense Assistance 
Program, and explosives-loading opera- 
tions. 

In response to questions, the Com- 
mandant told the subcommittee that even 


It’s easy on the patient, requires less 


with the additional money available the 
Coast Guard could not guarantee a 100- 
percent security program. It is the kind 
of program, he explained, which can be 
followed all-out or scaled down to Zero, 
and that as presently constituted is being 
set up in a degree capable of expansion. 

It was brought out that the Magnuson 
Act does not limit the scope of the port 
security program. The present limited 
program was approved after conferences 
with the White House and the Bureau of 
the Budget over cost and necessity. 

Rear Admiral A. C. Richmond, Assist- 
ant Commandant, requested that the lim- 
itation on number of Coast Guard air- 
craft be increased to allow for 3 new 
helicopters in port areas. He said heli- 
copters avaidable now are for search and 
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rescue, and that they are too large for 
adaptation in the new program. He 
added that new, small helicopters would 
have a number of potential uses, such as 
rushing inspectors out to ships, but that 
it is “pretty much of an experimental 
proposition all the way across the 
board.” To facilitate patroi activity in 
port areas, a total of 74 additional motor 
passenger vehicles were requested. 

Admiral O’Neill then reported a plan 
to reactivate 10 of the 83-foot patrol boats 
in Coast Guard possession, in addition to 
building 120 utility (40-foot) boats, the 
modern version of the picket boat. He 
explained these boats would be used for 
constant patrolling on a rotation basis. 

In the matter of assistance to depend- 
ents, Admiral Richmond pointed out that 
Public Law 771 changed allotment rates 
adopted during World War II in such 
fashion that whereas $6,713,400 had been 
made available, a _ revised estimate 
showed more than $10,600,000 would be 
required for payments fixed by law. 

Coast Guard spokesmen indicated 
that the effect of the Career Compensa- 
tion Act on retired pay might cause 
some financial repercussions later. Those 
who have retired, they explained, have 
a choice of following the old or the new 
system of pay, and that this period of 
election extends 5 years. Information on 
which to base individual decisions was 
not made available until the latter part 
of 1950. The Coast Guard said additional 
costs amounted to $26,000 by last Decem- 
ber, but that an attempt would be made 
to absorb this “relatively small amount” 
until “we can get some measure of what 
the total may run.” 

It was explained that some of the 
$7,900,000 for acquisition, construction 
and improvement would go for the reac- 
tivation of the Alameda Training Station 
and expansion of other stations such as 
Cape May and Groton to accommodate a 
“maximum of personnel.” 

Rep. Gordon Canfield (N. J.) of the 
subcommittee, of which Rep. J. Vaughan 
Gary (Va.) was chairman, called atten- 
tion to the fact that the Coast Guard did 
not share in approximately 42 billion dol- 
lars appropriated during the fiscal year 


for the Military Establishment. “While 
we have been appropriating billions and 
billions for our Military Establishment,” 
he said, “the Coast Guard has been get- 
ting no extra moneys for any of its obli- 
gations under our laws in respect to 
defense, and has had to fall back on the 
antideficiency appropriation of the Gen- 
eral Appropriation Act to get going on 
port security.” 

Rep. Otto E. Passman (La.), another 
subcommittee member, said he was speak- 
ing “for the record” in explaining that 
although he had endorsed the matter of 
increased appropriations for the Coast 
Guard in principle (in 1950), he had ob- 
jected for reasons of economy. “Cer- 
tainly time has proven that your request 
was in order,” he said. 

“I made the statement earlier that if 
I were privileged to go back and change 
that vote I would do so, and I might add 
that, after having been privileged to visit 
many of your installations not only in 
the continental United States but in 
Alaska, I am thoroughly convinced that 
the Coast Guard is doing a very excellent 
job,” he added. “I was tremendously 
impressed by the activity, not only in 
one station but in all stations, and I 
came back completely sold on the Coast 
Guard.” 


Gas Cylinder Shipment 
Is Ordered Withdrawn 


Acting upon advice of the Navy that 
recently completed tests of CO, gas cylin- 
ders for inflatable life preservers showed 
one particular class is unsafe, the Coast 
Guard has ordered this group withdrawn 
from service. 

The tests indicated 62 percent of the 
cylinders, procured prior to 1945, have 
leaked gas. Headquarters determined 
there is no practicable way to separate 
the good from the bad. 


More than 40 Coast Guard retired per- 
sonnel and their wives attended a Christ- 
mas party in St. Petersburg, then voted 
te make the event an annual affair. Lt. 
Charles Youmans was elected president. 
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Republic Now Shooting 
“The Fighting Coast 
Guard” for May Release 


“The Fighting Coast Guard,” depict- 
ing a phase of Service life during World 
War II and containing considerable 
battle footage, is the tentative title of 
a feature-length motion picture being 
produced by Republic Studios, North Hol- 
lywood, Calif. Release is planned for 
May. 

Leading roles have been assigned to 
Brian Donlevy, Ella Raines, and Forrest 
Tucker, the latter who was outstanding 
in “The Sands of Iwo Jima.” The film 
is being produced and directed by Joseph 
Kane. 

Negotiations for the production, which 
is classified in the “de luxe” category and 
is budgeted for more than $1,000,000, 
were initiated early in 1950. Technical 
supervision is being given by Capt. S. F. 
Gray, chief of Coast Guard Public Infor- 
mation Division, and Lt. Comdr. Robert 
Cannom, West Coast liaison officer for 
motion picture production. 

The story begins in a shipyard just 
prior to the Pearl Harbor attack, con- 
tinues through numerous World War II 
sequences, and finally returns to the 
Coast Guard Academy. Some _back- 
ground footage was obtained at the Acad- 
emy last fall to lend authenticity to 
scenes showing candidates competing for 
Reserve commissions. Other shots were 
taken on location at the San Diego Navy 
Base and certain invasion scenes were 
shot at the Marine Amphibious Base, 
Camp Pendleton, Calif., through the co- 
operation of the Department of Defense. 
Paradise Cove, 6 miles north of Malibu 

seach, also was used. 

The first commercial film with Service 
cooperation since the war-time ““Tars and 
Spars,” “The Fighting Coast Guard” 
will be given special send-offs in at least 
5 major cities with full Coast Guard co- 
operation. Members of the Coast Guard 
League and the Coast Guard Auxiliary in 
cities selected for premieres will be urged 
to publicize the production, and will be 
furnished publicity kits for guidance. 





The large cast, Republic Studios an- 
nounced, will include Sandra Spence, 
John Russell, William Murphy, Tom 
Powell, Richard Jaeckel and Damian 
O’F lynn. 


McKinnon Given Silver 
Medal for Saving Pair 


Seaman H. C. McKinnon has been 
awarded the Silver Lifesaving Medal for 
his heroism in saving two members of a 
lifeboat crew at Ocean City, Md., in April 
1950. 

McKinnon was one of four aboard CG— 
36480 when it capsized. Despite a 
wrenched shoulder and the rough sea, he 
managed to stay in the boat and help two 
other injured crewmen aboard. He also 
made an extreme, though unsuccessful, 
effort to save the life of a third. 

Letters of commendation went to 
Machinist R. C. DeSelms and Wallace J. 
Alexander, BM2, for the rescue of a 14- 
year-old girl and a boy, 5, who plunged 
from a Sitka, Alaska, dock in June 1950. 
Both men were below decks on the moored 
Cahoone when they heard the children 
screaming for help. The Coast Guards- 
men jumped overboard and held the near- 
victims until rescued by the Cahoone 
motor launch. 


Cadet Applications Pass 
All-Time Service Mark 


The 1950-51 campaign to publicize the 
advantages of a Coast Guard Academy 
education and subsequent commissioning 
in the Service “went over with a bang” 
as far as the number of applications for 
examinations leading to appointments 
are concerned. 

Latest available figures at presstime 
showed a total of 5,910 which compares 
favorably with the 1,925 requests rec- 
orded in 1950, a record-breaking peace- 
time year. In 1949 the total was 1,449. 
With final results still coming in, an 
all-time mark already has been set. 

The success of the campaign is attrib- 
uted not only to the national emergency 
but also to the most intensive publicity 
campaign so far. 
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13 Captain-of-the-Port 
Assignments Announced 


Thirteen captain-of-the-port assign- 
ments, a major portion of which were 
drawn from the First Coast Guard Dis- 
trict, were announced by Headquarters. 

Transfers to the new port duty were 
as follows: 

Capt. George C. Whittlesey, First Dis- 
trict, formerly Director of the Auxiliary, 
recruiting and public information officer, 
to San Francisco. 

Capt. Frank K. Johnson, First District, 
formerly commanding officer of the 
Acushnet at Portland, Maine, to Seattle. 

Capt. Edward W. Holtz, First District, 
formerly commanding officer of the 
Duane and recently assigned to the Dis- 
trict Office, to Baltimore. 

Capt. Donald G. Jacobs, First District, 
formerly commanding officer of the Bibb, 
to New Orleans. 

Capt. George C. Carlstedt, First Dis- 
trict, formerly commanding officer of the 
Boston Base, to the Boston Port. 

Capt. Hans F. Slade, Seventh District, 
formerly executive officer of the San 
Juan, P. R. Base, to Portland, Oreg. 

Capt. Beckwith Jordan, Third District, 
in addition to present duties as Philadel- 
phia representative, to the Philadelphia 
Port. 

Capt. Richard M. Hoyle, Fifth District, 
formerly commanding officer of the Ing- 
ham, to the Norfolk Port. 

Commander William L. Maloney, Third 
District Office, as additional duty to the 
Port of New York. 

Commander David H. Bartlett, Twelfth 
District, formerly commanding officer of 
the Gresham, to Los Angeles (acting). 

Commander Vaino O. Johnson, Third 
District, formerly commanding officer of 
the Spencer, to Galveston. 

Commander Warren L. David, Thir- 
teenth District, formerly commanding 
officer of the Wachusett, to Houston. 

Commander Quentin M. Greeley, Fifth 
District, formerly commanding officer of 
the Absecon, to Astoria. 
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Age Limits Extended 
For Reserve Enlistments 


In order to speed up the formation of 
Port Security Reserve units, the Coast 
Guard announced it would extend its age 
requirements for enlistments and drop a 
requirement of previous military service. 

Heretofore the age range was from 18 
to 35, inclusive, with the proviso that the 
18-25 group must have had a minimum of 
one year’s military service. 

Now the age range is 17 through 36 
and no prior service is required. Men 
whose civilian occupations and experience 
will enable them to qualify quickly for 
petty officer ratings in port security duties 
are being given preference. 

As is customary, enlistments are re- 
ceived in the Volunteer Reserve. It is 
from this organization that Organized 
Reservists are taken. 


Coast Guardsman Saves 
Two of Five Trapped in Auto 


Ted C. Brethauer, attached to the Point 
Cabrillo Light Station, Mendocino, Calif., 
has been officially commended by Clifford 
E.. Peterson, Commissioner of the Califor- 
nia Highway Patrol, for saving “at least 
two” persons from a submerged auto- 
mobile. 

Last 21 December the automobile, 
containing five passengers, went out of 
control on a highway south of Casper, 
Mendocino County, and plunged down a 
30-foot embankment into a creek. It 
landed upside down and almost immedi- 
ately was covered by water. 

Brethauer reportedly witnessed the 
accident and promptly dived into the 
water. “We compliment Mr. Brethauer 
for his actions and quick thinking in this 
case of extreme emergency,” wrote Com- 
missioner Peterson. 


Buoy Blast Kills 1 

A civilian dock worker was killed at 
San Francisco, and 2 others were in- 
jured, when a gas buoy exploded. The 
buoy was one of several being loaded 
on a cutter for placement in San Fran- 
cisco Bay. 
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USES TELEVISION TO KEEP PUBLIC INFORMED .... 


In addition to preparing visual exhibits, for television use, the Service is encouraging 
qualified officers to accept invitations from this medium and explain to viewers 


what the Coast Guard can do, and is doing. 


Here Comdr. R. R. Waesche, Jr. (left), 


of the Ninth District, is a guest of the “Byron Wade At Home” program to answer 
questions about Great Lakes lighthouses and the Coast Guard Reserve. 


3 Lighthouse Keepers 
Are Marooned by Storm 

Three lighthouse keepers were hoard- 
ing fresh water and living on emergency 
rations after being isolated 19 days at 
Saddleback Ledge Light, east of Rock- 
land, Maine, as a result of storms over 
New England. 

Coast Guardsmen Edward Griffin and 
Roger B. Williams were forced into the 
lighthouse for safety on 25 November, 
when the gale wrecked their quarters and 
cut communication. Eight days later a 
civilian lighthouse keeper made a daring 
landing from a small boat in a sea that 
foiled four attempts. The tug 
Snohomish finally landed provisions and 
kerosene. 

Communication had been reestablished 


rescue 


when a Coast 
“walkie-talkie” 
trio. 
men who had seen 55-gallon oil drums 
swept from their lashings and the de- 
struction of a landing boom built to over- 


Guard plane dropped a 
radio to the 
This was some consolation to the 


marooned 


come a rise and fall at the ledge of as 
much as 20 feet. 


Captain Garrett Graves 
To Head ’51 Ice Patrol 


Capt. Garrett Van A. Graves, who as 
commanding officer of the Castle Rock 
made a good-will visit last Summer to 
Scotland, has been designated as com- 
mander of the 1951 International Ice 
Patrol. 

The 44-year-old native of Hartford, 
Conn., left the Castle Rock at her Boston 
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....AND, ON OCCASION, TO PUBLICIZE WITH ENTERTAINMENT! 


The fine baritone voice of Chief Hugh Craven, Long Beach, and a chestful of ribbons 


indicate that Coast Guardsmen can sing as well as fight. 


Chief Craven was in radio 


before joining the Service 14 years ago, but that hasn't stopped him from singing 


at local radio stations wherever assigned. 


He made the switch to television with 


ease, now is “seen and heard” frequently on the West Coast. 


base and proceeded to the First District 
Office to begin preliminary Patrol plan- 
ning. Later, with his staff, he will estab- 
lish headquarters at Argentia, Newfound- 
land. 

The Coast Guard also announced that 
in addition to the use of planes for recon- 
naissance flights over the Grand Banks 
and Labrador waters, the 1951 Patrol will 
include the 180-foot oceanographic vessel 
Evergreen, which will be ready to depart 
from Boston on 15 March; the 255-foot 
cutter Androscoggin, on a stand-by status 
at Miami beginning 10 March, and the 
213-foot seagoing tug Acushnet, on a 
stand-by status at Portland, Maine, be- 
ginning 1 March. 

Officially known as “The International 
Ice Observation and Ice Patrol Services 
in the North Atlantic,” the Coast Guard 


ships and planes will continue the study 
of weather and ocean currents in ice 
areas, check the location and movements 
of icebergs and field ice through observa- 
tions and reports from all sources, and 
warn surface vessels when ice menaces 
North Atlantie shipping lanes. 


Copter Rescues Pilot 

The third Navy pilot to use his emer- 
gency ejection seat to bail out of a 
stricken plane was picked up by a Coast 
Guard helicopter 30 miles from Sandy 
Hook, N. C. He had been located by a 
Navy search plane, 

The pilot reported he experienced 
trouble at 37,000 feet. He broke out of 
the overcast at 8,000 feet and promptly 
used the ejection method. His plane 
was not recovered. 
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Recall Policy Announced 
on Reservists, Retired 


Policy under which the recall of Re- 
servists and retired personnel to active 
duty will be accomplished is outlined in 
Personnel Memorandum No. 2-51. This 
duty is not to exceed 21 consecutive 
months and may be authorized with, or 
without, the members’ consent. 

Where absence from a community 
would deprive it of essential services 
which cannot be rendered by another 
readily available person, such a case 
will be decided on its individual merits. 

Every effort will be made to utilize 
those members who have volunteered. 
Involuntary recalls begin when these lists 
are exhausted. 

A member in a key position in essential 
industry, Government or an activity of 
an essential nature with one exception 
will not be recalled involuntarily. Stand- 
ards established by the Department of 
Labor will be a guide for determining a 
“key” position. However, this person 
may be recalled if his skills, training, and 
experience can be used in a position of 
equal importance in the Coast Guard. 

The calling of a person to active duty 
will depend upon the existence of a 
specific need for his individual services. 

Cases involving undue personal, or 
family, hardships by reason of recall will 
be decided on individual merit. 

Personnel Memorandum No. 14-50 re- 
quires the establishment of a District 
Review Board to consider and act upon 
requests for delay in execution of active 
duty orders. 


Hamlet Heads Carabao 


Vice Admiral Harry G. Hamlet (Ret.), 
a former Commandant of the Coast 
Guard, has been elected head of the Mili- 
tary Order of the Carabao to succeed 
Gen. Clifton B. Cates, Marine Corps Com- 
mandant. Adm. Hamlet is the first Coast 
Guard officer to direct this 51-year-old 
organization, which was founded in Ma- 
nila by officers serving in the Philippine 
Insurrection. Today it is composed al- 
most entirely of veterans of later Philip- 
pine campaigns. 


Weather Bureau Thanks 
Service for Cooperation 


The Weather Bureau, Department of 
Commerce, uses the final paragraph of a 
report titled, “The Importance of Me- 
teorological Observations from Ocean 
Station Vessels,” to thank the Coast 
Guard for “excellent cooperation.” The 
Coast Guard furnishes the ocean station 
vessels from which the Bureau makes its 
observations. 

“The maneuvering of the vessels to 
ebtain optimum angular positions of the 
balloon, and the close collaboration dur- 
ing joint rawins are examples of fine 
teamwork which is vital to the successful 
operation of the (ocean weather) pro- 
gram,” said F. W. Reichelderfer, Chief 
of Bureau. 

How reports from ocean stations can 
protect or jeopardize persons and events 
is cited in two examples. An error ina 
ship’s report, for instance, if not detected 
in the construction of the upper level 
pressure charts, would be reflected in the 
computations of a plane navigator and 
jeopardize his flight accordingly. Also, a 
single incorrect surface wind report is 
capable of altering the forecasts for a 
large portion of the North American 
Continent. 


Officer To Build Model 
Train System in Pacific 


Orders to proceed from New York to 
Honolulu for reassignment to a lonely 
Loran station in the Pacific were ac- 
cepted with good spirits by Lt. (jg) 
Philip S. Bell. 

The reason is that Lieutenant Bell is 
a model railroader “from way back,” and 
he is looking forward to plenty of off- 
duty hours in which to repair and add to 
his “rolling stock,” convert trackage and 
gradually build up a complete miniature 
system. 

He departed from home with more 
equipment than clothing, including model 
kits, pertinent literature, 19 trains and 
cars, 150 feet of trackage, tools, and 
paints. After arrival he is looking for- 
ward to more literature and equipment 
via mail. 
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COAST GUARD AND NAVY RESERVISTS MAKE PRACTICE CRUISE 


A dozen Naval Reserve seamen and a quartet of Coast Guard Reserve chief petty 
officers gather aboard a Service patrol cutter at San Pedro for a week-end training 


cruise to San Diego. 


Lt. Comdr. R. C. Sweet, U. S. Coast Guard Reserve, was in 


command. This is one of many instances of one service welcoming the opportunity 


to train with another. 


California Sport Stars 
Enlisted in Coast Guard 

California newspapers and their sports 
departments in January were bemoaning 
the loss of athletes following Coast Guard 
enlistment. 

Southern California’s track hopes for 
1951 were clouded when sprinter Howard 
Bugbee enlisted. He had a 9.6 mark for 
the “century” in high school and was 
expected to strengthen the “So. Cal.” cin- 
ders squad. 

Potential baseball stars also were in- 
cluded. Young Jim Westlake, tabbed as 
one of the San Francisco Seals’ most 
brilliant prospects and brother of the 
Pirates’ Wally Westlake, joined up with 
a buddy, Joe Kirrene. The latter had 


just signed with the Chicago White Sox 
at a reported $25,000 bonus following 
graduation from high school. 

At Sacramento, Jim McKeegan, rookie 
catcher, and Gordon Jones, a _ pitcher 
owned by the St. Louis Cardinals and 
with Fresno last year, also were “cas- 
ualties.” 


Lightship Man Missing 

Chief Boatswain’s Mate Charles G. 
Massey, 47, Berlin, Md., was lost over- 
board from the Overfalls Lightship near 
the entrance to Delaware Bay in Jan- 
uary. He was the acting commanding 
officer of the vessel while Boatswain F. 
A. Massey was on leave. He was last 
seen at 4:45 p.m. A fruitless all-night 
search followed. 
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More Pleasure Boats 
Documented as Yachts 


Vessels of not less than 5 net tons, 
nor more than 15 gross tons, used ex- 
clusively for pleasure, are included in 
the Bureau of Customs’ recent extension 
of the privilege of documentation as 
yachts. As in the past, vessels used ex- 
clusively for pleasure of more than 15 
gross tons may be licensed or enrolled 
and licensed as yachts, if otherwise en- 
titled to be documented. 

Important privileges extended by docu- 
mentation of vessels as yachts include 
authority to fly the yacht ensign, a right 
highly prized by yachtsmen, and the right 
to voyage to a foreign port without clear- 
ing the vessel through United States cus- 
toms. In the case of yachts of 15 gross 
tons or less, it includes the right to return 
to a port of the United States from a 
foreign port, or ports, without entering 
the vessel through customs. 

Furthermore, provision is made for a 
recording of mortgages, bills of sale, and 
other instrument of title, and the keeping 
of such records in the offices of the col- 
lectors of customs. Owners who docu- 
ment such vessels must effect renewals 
annually and must report any changes of 
master to a collector of customs. 

The requirements in connection with 
the documentation of yachts are not 
mandatory, and it is entirely discretion- 
ary with the owner whether he should do 
so. However, yachts and other vessels 
which are not documented, which are ma- 
chinery propelled, which are owned in the 
United States, and which are found on 
the navigable waters of this country, 
must be numbered. There are no restric- 
tions as to the length, tonnage, or size of 
such vessels under the provisions of the 
Numbering Act, which should not be con- 
fused with those of the Motorboat Act of 
1940. 

Owners and prospective owners of 
motorboats and motor vessels of above 
15 gross tons are advised that if such 
vessels carry freight or passengers for 
hire, they are subject to annual inspec- 
tion by the Coast Guard, and may not be 
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navigated in such service until a certit 
cate of inspection has been issued. 
Motorboats of not more than 65 feet in 
length which are less than 100 gross tons 
when carrying passengers for hire, ar 
only required to be operated by Co 
Guard-licensed operators. 
Machinery-propelled vessels of abov 
15 gross tons and in excess of 65 feet in 
length, carrying freight or passengers for 
hire, must also be manned with such 
officers—and a crew—as is determined 
by the proper Officer in Charge, Marine 
Inspection, Coast Guard. This comple- 


ment is stated in the certificate of 
inspection. 
Generally speaking, machinery-pro- 


pelled vessels of 100 gross tons, or over, 
are subject to all provisions of the Sea- 
man’s Act of March 4, 1915, as amended. 


Seaman’s Try To Rescue 
Companion Wins Medal 


Seaman Adam Verette of the U. 8. 
Coast Guard Cutter Myrtle has been 
awarded the Treasury Department’s sil- 
ver life-saving medal for a brave, thougl 
unsuccessful, attempt to rescue a drown- 
ing shipmate in February 1950. Presen- 
tation was made at a general muster ai 
Galveston, Tex. 

Verette’s companion dived from the 
stern of the Myrtle into a river to re- 
trieve a piece of material used in rebuild- 
ing a navigation light. He then suffered 
an attack of cramps. Verette dived in 
the water, but the drowning man’s 
struggles were so violent that Verette 
twice was pulled under and finally lost 
his grip. 

The medal was accompanied by letters 
of congratulations from Vice Admiral 
Merlin O’Neill, the Commandant, and 
Capt. Charles W. Dean, Eighth District 
Commander. Verette, a native of San 
Antonio, Tex., enlisted in May 1949. 


Capt. D. H. Dexter, commanding officer 
of the Mackinaw, received a plaque from 
the Bayview (Mich.) Yacht Club in ap- 
preciation of the vessel's services “during 
1950.” The Mackinaw patrolled the Bay- 
view-Mackinac Island races. 
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RANCHER, SISTER RESCUED AT SEA AFTER 2 DAYS’ SHIVERING 


‘The 125-foot cutter Morris (above) was “the prettiest thing we ever saw” to a South- 


ern California rancher and his sister (shown in small boat) who had clung together 
for warmth 2 days and nights after their engines went out in San Pedro channel. 
They were en route from Seal Beach to Catalina, 22 miles away. The Morris and 
a plane searched one day without success; on the second day one of two planes 
spotted the pair 55 miles south of San Pedro. 


All Buoy Painting in 5th 
Following Vinyl System 


After 18 menths’ testing in the Fifth 
District, it has been concluded that the 
vinyl paint system is the best of three 
systems under test for painting of buoys. 
Consequently all buoy painting in the 
District is being changed accordingly in 
a continuation of the test. 

This conversion will be made over a 
period of 2 years, with all buoys to be 
coated with vinyl by 1 July 1952. In- 
dications are that the vinyl system will 
be extended to other Districts during 
1951. 

The new system is termed “markedly 
superior.” It is expected to give as good, 
or better, appearance after 2 years on 


station than the other two systems gave 
at the end of a year. 

While direct annual dollar savings 
from a 2-year painting program is ex- 
pected to run into five figures, indirect 
savings from the reduced work-load on 
tenders probably will run even larger. 

Sand blasting is considered a pre- 
reouisite of successful vinyl use. 


A Coast Guardsman stationed at 
Whitefish Point, Mich., had the rare ex- 
perience of almost shooting a woman out 
of a tree. His shotgun discharged while 
hunting in a woods, and the shot struck 
a housewife who had climbed a tree to 
pick pine cones. He climbed the tree, 
lowered her to the ground and, with her 
husband, brought her 40 miles to a hos- 
pital. 
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New Policy Emphasizes 
Use of Lesser Courts 


Under the Uniform Code of Military 
Justice, which becomes effective 31 May 
1951, policy will permit the exercise of 
greater latitude by commanding officers 
and convening authorities in the use of 
lesser courts. In other words, the num- 
ber of general courts martial may be 
expected to decrease in favor of the new 
special courts martial. 

The present summary courts martial 
after 31 May will be known as the special 
courts martial. The present deck courts 
will be known as summary courts 
martial. 


Coast Guard and Cuban 
Craft in Rescue Drill 


Coast Guard ships and planes joined 
similar craft from Cuba in a simulated 
search exercise off the Florida coast in 
January, said to be the first coordinated 
drill of its kind. 

The problem hinged on a mythical 
plane crash at sea 60 miles southwest 
of Sombrero Key. A life raft and 13 
life preservers were tossed overboard at 
this point, after which 90 minutes was 
permitted to elapse so that wind and 
choppy water would scatter the articles. 
Then all points were furnished rescue 
data, including trial transmissions to 
the Army and Navy and to merchant 
ships in the vicinity. A physical search 
followed. 

The exercise was preceded with ample 
precaution that the vicinity of the simu- 
lated “ditching” was free of planes and 
that a genuine case of distress could be 
readily identified. 


Temporary Changes in 
Navigation Aids Listed 


Temporary changes in aids to naviga- 
tion will be noted every 3 months in the 
future for the convenience of mariners. 

All Districts except the Second and 
Ninth have been directed to report these 
changes in effect on the first of January, 
April, July, and October. A combined re- 
port then will follow quarterly in the 
Weekly Notice to Mariners. Ordinarily 
these changes are not shown on nautical 
charts or published in the light lists. 

“Temporaries” will include substitute 
aids for those destroyed when restoration 
is planned within 1 year; other aids ex- 
clusive of wreck markings, to be main- 
tained less than 6 months, and aids dis- 
continued or changed for less than 6 
months. Temporary changes, Head- 
quarters asserted, should be held to a 
minimum. 


Sweetbrier on the Job 


When an Army communication cable 
was damaged at Juneau with no cable ves- 
sel available, the Sweetbrier provided all 
assistance necessary. A 60-foot grapnel 
brought the damaged cable aboard, and 
Army specialists quickly repaired the 
damage. 


Service Is World Wonder 


The childish scrawl of a Detroit stu- 
dent recently informed the Coast Guard 
that inasmuch as her grammar school 
class was studying the “modern wonders 
of the world,” she would “like to have 
all the material on the U. S. Coast 
Guard.” 
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Calling All Spars . . . Calling All Spars 


The Second National SPAR reunion dinner is planned for April 21 at the 


A group of New York ex-SPARS is making 
arrangements for the event, to which several prominent speakers are being 
A week-end entertainment program is promised. 
who are interested may obtain additional information by writing Miss Doris 
Scripture, 14 Monro Street, New York City. 


Former SPARS 


Additional details will be carried 
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